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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Social injustice was rampant. God was being dishonored in every possible way. And yet, the people were continuing to come to the temple and offer their sacrifices, evidently supposing that these would be pleasing to God. Perhaps they even thought these sacrifices would compensate for their disobedience and would make them "religious" people.


God made it clear, however, that His people's worship would be rejected until they chose to repent of their iniquity: "When you come to appear before Me, who has required this from your hand, to trample My courts? Bring no more futile sacrifices; . . . I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting. . . . When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean" (Isaiah 1:12,13,15,16). Thus true worship requires a good deal more than ritual; it requires the true turning of a penitent heart toward its God.


If worship does not change us, it has not been worship.�To stand before the Holy One of eternity is to change.�Worship begins in holy expectancy; it ends in holy obedience.


Richard J. Foster





(Word Point – Gary Henry)





     This question is important because it touches upon matters of authority.  Sometimes the argument is made that “what the individual can do, the church can do.”  Thus, if the individual can be involved in social and recreational functions, so may the church.  If the individual can support a college, so may the church. On and on the list can go.


     There is no doubt that individual and church responsibilities overlap at places.  The individual should try to teach others the gospel, but this is also the work of the local church. The individual has benevolent responsibilities (James 1:26-27), and so does a local church (2 Corinthians 8-9).  There is overlap in these areas, but this is not proof that therefore anything the individual does is approved for the local church to engage in.  That logic would require a huge leap.  We know that certain responsibilities overlap because the Scriptures show just that.


     The Scriptures show a distinction between individual activity and church activity.  Though the church is composed of individuals, the individual alone is not the church.  The term ekklesia (i.e., “church”) indicates a group or assembly, and is not properly applied to a single person (just like the term “flock” would not be applied to a single goose).


     Several passages show this difference.  Before the church, as set up by Christ, existed (either universally or locally), the individual existed and had functions to perform in relation to marriage.  Marriage, as an example, is something for individuals.  The activities in marriage are honorable (Hebrews 13:4), but would be dishonorable and absurd in a “church” context.  The instructions concerning marriage are 








4.  As noted, the individual may have a spouse and fulfill the responsibilities to that spouse 


(1 Corinthians 7).


5.  An individual may engage in exercise to care for his/her body.  Should the church then sponsor calisthenics classes or operate a gym?


6.  Common meals are for individuals.  Note that in 1 Corinthians 11:18-34, Paul distinguishes what they were doing “as church” and what they should be doing at home.  This would show that there are some things we may do “at home” that are simply not meant for us to be doing “as a church.”


7.  Secular education is the work of the home.  I may send a child to school, but this does not make it the church’s responsibility.


8.  The home is responsible for recreation and social activities.  When the church, “as a church,” gets involved in these matters, it is acting out of its place.


     The individual has greater freedom to act in various areas of life than what God has permitted for collective action as local church.  Further, there are individual decisions and actions that should not affect the church as a whole (e.g., Romans 14).  We must be careful not to confuse the individual with the church.  Let the individual fulfill individual responsibilities, and let the church be the church.


______________________________








Study without action is futile,


And action without study is futile also.





I don’t know who said that but I like it!





How Do You Separate the Church and the Individual?


By Doy Moyer








applied to individuals acting in that capacity; and though instructions regarding marriage are given in assemblies of God’s people, only the individuals can carry out the responsibilities and share in those blessings.  Try arguing that “what the individual can do, the church can do” in this context.


     Being a Christian affects every relationship in life.  We are to strive to do God’s will at home, in business, in relation to civil government, and in social activities.  Nothing from life is exempt.  So to distinguish the two is not to say that there are some things we do as Christians and some things we don’t do as Christians.  We are always Christians, no matter what arena of life we are discussing.  However, there are some duties we engage in as individual Christians, and some intended to be carried out in congregational action (the local church, not universal).  For example:


1.  Working to provide for a family (Ephesians 4:28; 1 Timothy 5:8, 16).  Note in 1 Timothy 5 there is a clear distinction made between the individual’s responsibility and what the church is to do.  It is only when the individual cannot meet the needs given in this context that the church is to “be burdened” (verse 16).  If they are the same, this passage is meaningless.


2.  Engaging in business and occupation (1 Thessalonians 4:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:10; James 4:13-17).  The individual may “buy and sell” and make a living. What passage ever indicates that such is the work of the local congregation?


3.  Parents and children in the home (Ephesians 6:1-4).  The individual has the right to discipline his/her child.  Will anyone argue that such discipline is the church’s work?











The Integrity of True Worship


The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But the prayer of the upright is His delight. (Proverbs 15:8)


In order for our worship to honor God, it must be consistent with the lives that we lead when we're not worshiping. There must be integrity in our worship: unity or consistency between our worship and our character. If we disregard God in our hearts so that our daily lives are disobedient, then our worship is nothing but offensive to God. As the text above indicates, "The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord." A similar proverb puts it this way: "One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination" (Proverbs 28:9). These and all other such statements in the Scriptures should arrest our attention. God is not pleased by the mere mechanical performance of certain acts of worship. Such acts are acceptable only when they are part of a life that is worshipfully obedient.


It is perhaps difficult to see when there is inconsistency between our own lives and our worship, but we are often shocked when we see in the lives of others just how inconsistent human beings can be. In Isaiah's day, for example, the people of Judah had become morally degenerate.
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Melinda Hampson’s


father;   Heather Rogers’ brother;    


Jeff Lacquement’s father doing much better    


 Joey’s father, now on meds and doing better 


 Elaine Clem’s cousin Michelle Davis who has 


cancer. Chris and Rhetta Roy


Pam Martin has a broken ankle; Patty Young


had a bike accident and broke her upper arm and


has been in a lot of pain; Kelly Dotson has had


 problems with low blood pressure and her meds 


are being adjusted to correct it.


Our expecting mother, Alex Bowman.


Many of our number who are traveling.


_______________________________________





Group three meeting tonight


Check to see if you are in that group


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation
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Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Grant Hicks


 Song Leader----Anthony Lynch


Lord's Supper---Dion Clark


   Asst. 1-----Garrett Douthitt 


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----Sam Adams


   Asst. 4-----Alex Wiggs


   Asst. 5-----Whit Hays 


2nd Prayer---Matt Jones


Read Scripture---Wallis Hampson 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Joe Phillips 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---George Wilcox


Song Leader---Steve Huff


2ed Prayer---Carlos Pineda


Read Scripture---Cliff Wiggs 


Sermon-----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Dion Clark


Announcements—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Chantz Adams


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Matt Jones


 Invitation---Adam Kreis


 Closing Prayer---Mark Bowman





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














